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Indigenous young people’s voices heard, in the release of a new report.

 

The Victorian Indigenous Youth Advisory Council (VIYAC) and the Youth Affairs Council of Victoria (YACVic) will release tomorrow their report VIYAC VOICES: Telling it Like it is: Young Aboriginal Victorians on Culture, Identity and Racism.
‘We're extremely excited about the release of this publication as it contains raw, honest and very real youth perspectives on three issues affecting Indigenous youth, those being Culture, Identity and Racism’ said Jade Colgan, State Coordinator, VIYAC.

‘The VIYAC members specifically chose these issues to talk about, as they felt that they were extremely important in their lives and have seen the effects that sometimes occur in themselves and their peers when these issues aren’t dealt with and recognised’ said Jade Colgan, State Coordinator, VIYAC.

The report brings together two forms of knowledge, the voices of Indigenous young people on some key issues they have identified and a summary of some stats and facts from research bodies, government and community organisations.

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Hon. Gavin Jennings, will be speaking at the launch, as will Belinda Jakiel from the National Indigenous Employment Program at AFL Sports Ready. Members of the Victorian Indigenous Youth Advisory Council will share excerpts of the young people’s perspectives.

‘The Youth Affairs Council of Victoria has been really pleased to work in collaboration with the VIYAC to produce this report which we hope will assist to raise awareness among the broader community and youth sector generally about the experiences of these Indigenous young people and some of the systemic discrimination and disadvantage that Indigenous young people can face in Victoria,’ said Georgie Ferrari, Chief Executive Officer, Youth Affairs Council.

‘In releasing this report, we hope that it highlights the vital importance in investing in Indigenous young people to the future of the Aboriginal community’ said Jade Colgan, State Coordinator, VIYAC.
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