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ABOUT YACVIC

The Youth Affairs Council of Victoria Inc.
(YACVic) is the peak body and leading policy
advocate on young people’s issues in Victoria.

The main function of YACVic is to make repre-
sentations to government and serve as an
advocate for the interests of young people,
workers with young people and organisations
that provide direct services to young people.
YACVic's resources are primarily directed
towards policy analysis and development
through consultation with its constituency.
YACVic also resources the information needs
of its members through regular updates and
by facilitating networking within and beyond
the Victorian youth sector.

YACVic is governed by a volunteer Board and
managed by a paid secretariat. The Council’'s
core funding comes from the Victorian
Government’s Office for Youth.

YIKES!

Yikes! is YACVic's regular newsletter. The
views and opinions contained in this publica-
tion do not necessarily represent the views of
YACVic. This publication is copyright, articles
may be reproduced with permission from
YACVic.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions to Yikes! are welcome. The
deadline for the next edition of Yikes! is 20
March 2007

INSERTS & ADVERTISING

If you wish to include an insert or advert in
Yikes! please contact the YACVic
Communications Officer on (03) 9267 3766 or
email info@yacvic.org.au.

Editorial

Happy New Year YiKES readers!

2007 has started off as an incredibly
busy year for YACVic and things don't
seem to be slowing down. We've
been really busy developing the pre-
liminary program for the National
Youth Affairs Conference. The pro-
gram is now up on the website and
registrations are open. See Erin's arti-
cle on page 6 for more details.

As we reported briefly in the last
YiKES, YACVic is co-ordinating the
development of a Code of Ethical
Practice for Youth Workers in
Victoria. A draft code has been devel-
oped and we are now in the process
of consulting with sector stakeholders
on it. A final draft will be released in
late March for broader consultation.
YACVic is intending to launch the
final code at the National Youth
Affairs Conference in May. To find
out more about the code and how to
get involved in the consultations, give
the YACVic office a call.

There have been some recent staff
changes at YACVic. We've said good-
bye to our Communications Officer,
Louise McDonald after two and a half
years with us. Louise was responsible
for putting each edition of YiKES
together, updating our website and
making all of our publications pretty,
which she did very well. | know those
of you who worked with Louise
appreciated her friendly manner and
“can do” attitude.

We haven't filled Louise’s position yet
as we will use the opportunity of the
vacant position to review the commu-
nication needs of the organisation
with a view to improving the way we
talk to you, our members, young peo-
ple and the community more broadly.

YACVic is pleased to welcome Rys
Farthing back to our office in a part
time role, taking responsibility for
some of the communication needs of
the office while we review the posi-
tion.

Rys worked for us 18 months ago as
YACVic's Information and
Participation Officer and we are
pleased to have her back.

As | write this | am preparing to go to
Ballarat to meet with the Community
Action for Youth network. YACVic
would like to get out more this year,
so if your organisation would like a
YACVic staff member to come and
talk with your network, staff, or organ-
isation, we'd love an invitation.
Please call Larissa on 9267 3799 /
1300 727 176 or email
info@yacvic.org.au to arrange a visit.

Georgie Ferrari

CEO
gferrari@yacvic.org.au

<

STOP
PRESS!

NATIONAL YOUTH AFFAIRS
CONFERENCE MAY 1 - 3 2007

The conference is now a three-
day event due to the overwhelm-
ing response from the youth sec-
tor. Visit the conference website
www.yacvic.org.au/conference to
download the preliminary pro-
gram and to learn more about
what is shaping up to be major
event for the youth sector.
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Tough new graffiti laws proposed ™

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1....

E Marking Graffiti that contains harassing or vilifying
material

E Possessing a prescribed graffiti implement, and

E Possessing a graffiti implement with intent to mark
graffiti.

If the legislation were to be passed through Parliament, it
would be illegal for a person to carry a spray can on prop-
erty of a transport company, or on adjacent property or in a
place where the person is trespassing or entering without
invitation. As the Discussion Paper points out, the
'Transport Act 1983 already contains a provision that
makes it an offence to possess a prescribed graffiti imple-
ment on public transport property without lawful excuse'
highlighting one example of this bill making a provision
that is already covered in another piece of legislation.

Police would be given powers to search a person whom
they found in one of these areas on suspicion that they may
be carrying a graffiti implement without arrest if the officer
had reasonable grounds to believe they were carrying an
implement. The police officer could take into account if
that person were near graffiti or recently marked graffiti
when considering if there were reasonable grounds to
search.

The Draft Bill makes specific provisions for search without
warrant of young people who are or appear to be under the
age of 18. The Discussion Paper accompanying the Draft
Bill states that the provisions are made in order to 'protect
the welfare of young people who may be frightened by the
prospect of being searched or who may feel vulnerable in
the presence of police.' The Bill thus states that the 'best
interests' of the young person must be taken into account if
a search is to be conducted. However, in what YACVic
sees as a misguided attempt to protect young people's best
interests, the draft bill states that a young person may be
detained until a parent, guardian or independent person
can be available to supervise the search.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CROC) to
which Australia is a signatory, states clearly that a child of
young person under 18 should only be detained as a last
resort. YACVic would suggest that detaining a young per-
son under 18 for search purposes in relation to a minor
offence of possession of a graffiti implement does not war-
rant a last resort response, is not in the best interests of the
child, and would not have the intended effect of making
young people feel less vulnerable or frightened.

YACVic is concerned that this legislation may have a 'net
widening' effect of increasing young people's contact with
the justice system. The Discussion Paper states that '(u)nder
current practice, the courts rarely impose a custodial sen-
tence on a graffiti offender, although, creating a specific
legislative regime for graffiti offences may increase the like-
lihood of offenders being given custodial sentences.'

YACVic also has concerns around the ways in which crimi-
nalising possession of a spray-can may undermine the
intention of the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Volatile Substances) Act 2003, which seeks not to crimi-
nalise chroming behaviour and does not contain penalties
for carrying a spray-can. This Draft Bill, however, allows for
a young person to be charged with an offence if found to
be in possession of a spray-can. Where the onus is placed
on young people to prove they have a legitimate excuse for
carrying the spray-can, such as employment purposes,
YACVic is concerned that young people who are in posses-
sion of a spray-can for the purpose of chroming may
receive an infringement notice.

YACVic encourages all those with an interest in this issue
to respond to the exposure draft with a submission or to
write to their local MP voicing their concerns. A template
letter highlighting key concerns around the Exposure Draft
is available from the YACVic website. Further information,
the Exposure Draft and the discussion paper can be sourced
from the Department of Justice website on http://www.jus-
tice.vic.gov.au/graffiti. Submissions are due by February 28,
2007.
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REPORT

In late November 2006 YACVic CEO Georgie Ferrari trav-
elled to Japan as one of two Australian delegates to par-
ticipate in an International Seminar for Leaders in Youth
Education, hosted by the National Institution of Youth
Education at the National Olympics Memorial Youth
Centre in Tokyo. Here she and the other Australian dele-
gate, Andrew Chua write about their experiences in
Japan.

The International Seminar for Leaders in Youth Education
was a once in a lifetime opportunity to experience youth
services and understand youth policy in a country that,
while in many ways is so different to Australia, struggles
with the same youth issues that we do.

On our first day in Tokyo we visited the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. It is
from this department that the Japanese government formu-
lates its youth policy. We were given a broad overview of
the National Youth Development Policy that was published
in December 2003. The document has some striking simi-
larities to our own youth policy documents in Australia; it
is concerned with supporting young people with disabili-
ties, supporting single parent families, addressing "malad-
justment” to society, and supporting young people through
transitions.

Japan's youth leaders are concerned about youth unem-
ployment, bullying in schools, binge drinking and socially
isolated young people. Many of these issues seem to be
addressed through recreation based programs and activities.
| had the chance to witness these programs up close by
spending a week at the National Ozu Youth Friendship
Centre on the small island of Shikoku, south of Tokyo.

The National Ozu Youth Friendship Centre operates over
thirty programs for young people and the broader commu-
nity. Over 100,000 people access these programs each
year. The Centre is a large, well equipped facility with two
gymnasiums, a science lab, several class rooms, tennis
courts, climbing wall, outdoor cooking and camping facili-
ties and (off site) 250 canoes and kayaks for river activities.
The Centre can sleep 1500 people each night and has a
large cafeteria where each day | indulged in the delicious
Japanese food on offer.

| participated in a number of programs at the centre, includ-
ing orienteering, canoeing, rock climbing and astronomy. |
spent several hours with the alternative education program
aimed at what the Japanese term "socially withdrawn"
young people. These young people are also known as
"NEETs" in Japan, which stands for 'Not in Employment,
Education or Training'. While the Japanese obviously have
a completely different alphabet to us, they often use English

Japan Youth Leaders Exchange - - - -

words or acronyms to describe emerging phenomena.l also
had the good fortune to spend a day in the Japanese educa-
tion system, assisting with the teaching of English to 13-15
year olds. While 13-15 year olds are similar the world
over, the Japanese education system appeared to be quite
different to ours in lots of ways. A strict sense of order and
respect within the school was maintained at all times, and
students were very respectful of each other and their teach-
ers. At the end of each lesson a student would stand up
and ask the teacher how the class had behaved. The teach-
er gives honest and direct feedback to the class and the
class then, in unison, thanks the teacher for the wisdom.
This happened in every class | attended. There was a cul-
ture of help and assistance to those around you. The stu-
dents ate together in meals that were prepared on site each
day and after lunch the students formed "work teams" to
undertake 20 minutes of cleaning the school grounds. |
joined a group that was doing gardening, but others were
picking up rubbish, sweeping floors or cleaning windows.
This, | was told, happens in every school in Japan.

There was one aspect of Japanese youth work that was
quite different to our own work with young people - that of
youth participation. The concept of youth participation was
absent in every program | participated in. Young people
had programs planned for them and delivered to them, but
never with them or by them. When | tried to explain the
idea of involving young people in the design of programs,
one youth worker asked did | mean getting young people
to design the programs instead of experts? | responded by
saying, yes, kind of, but that our approach was based on
the premise that young people are the experts. This | could
tell, was a completely new concept for the youth worker.

Any YiKES! readers that have been to Japan will know what
an incredible, beautiful, complex country it is.

NYC Staff member “Jose” farewells us.

| was amazed and inspired on a daily basis by my Japanese
colleagues' respect, humility, generosity, punctuality,
humour and hospitality.
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- - - - - - the trip of a lifetime

Stranger in an Ancient Land

| smiled and nodded, having no clue what is being said or
knowing what is expected of me. | had just arrived at a
small train station somewhere near the west coast. The sta-
tion-master gestured and spoke to me again in words | didn't
understand. A number of passers-by looked casually at us
trying to make sense of what was happening in front of
them.

On November 26th | flew out of Melbourne with Georgie
Ferrari, the Chief Executive Officer of Youth Affairs Council
of Victoria, to Japan, to attend the International Seminar of
Leaders of Youth Education. We joined three representatives
from Singapore. | was there representing The Boys' Brigade
Australia. While | was in Japan, | spent a lot of time bewil-
dered and uncertain of what to do... but in an exciting and
refreshing way. There were so many things that were just so
different or novel. Eating, bathing, toileting, and, of course,
communicating became new adventures.

Our main host and the Seminar organiser was Yasuko
Kimura, who ensured that everything was done properly and
according to Japanese traditions and expectations, but was
also a great example of a strong progressive modern young
Japanese woman.

The Seminar was a project of the National Institute of Youth
Education (NYC), established to promote the healthy devel-
opment of young people and youth education in Japan.
Among its many activities, the NYC administeres 27 youth
centres scattered around the country, where each Seminar
participant would be sent to for seven days to become a
staff member of, in order to assess the operations of the cen-
tre.

After a day of formal briefing on the current situation of
youth in Japan, we were dispatched to our assigned youth
centre. The bullet train was my primary mode of transport to
the Wakasawan Outdoor Centre, a remote coastal centre.
My host, Mr Yamamae, often apologised for his poor English
and, at times, was unable to convey what he was thinking,
but he usually understood me. We had lurching conversa-
tions, and so | spent a lot of time in my head, as other peo-
ple there weren't confident about having any extended con-
versations in English. It sometimes felt like | had taken a
vow of silence while | was there.

The Centre was a huge complex, having its own bay and
forested hills and primarily focussed on marine activities.
The buildings accommodated five hundred people, which
was filled to capacity in summer. A week-long camp for
fourth and fifth graders from four primary schools was in
progress, and | worked alongside the staff and eight volun-
teers.

REPORT

The volunteers were from a university club set up specifical-
ly to lead on children's and youth camps - if they weren't on
camp, the club members were honing their skills for leading
on camps. All members led on more than one camp a year,
with some involved with 20 camps a year. | enjoyed hearing
the passion in the university students for helping participants
get more in touch with nature as well as with fellow
humans. | was struck by how much more seriously the
Japanese were aware of and acted towards the environment
than us in Australia.Practically all public places didn’t just
have one bin for rubbish, but at least three - to ensure
appropriate recycling occurred. Taking the labels off plastic
drink containers before disposing of them seemed almost
second-nature to them.

However in the midst of all the difference, there were simi-
lar challenges being faced by young people. Sometimes, we
in Australia seemed a little ahead with facing certain issues
(such as health issues) that eventually they would be con-
fronted with, other times, issues they have been dealing
with for a while, are issues that we too will be confronted
with.

The two-week Seminar experience helped me see what we
do in Australia from a fresh perspective and prompted new
thinking. Additionally, it was great being able to share per-
spectives from youth work in Australia with Japan, especial-
ly the idea and mechanisms of greater involvement of the
volunteers and young people themselves in programs and
operations dealing with young people. And most important-
ly, as we were there in a foreign country not as tourists but
primarily as fellow facilitators of change, it also deepened
my understanding of the new flat-world that we, and future
generations, will increasingly be citizens of.

Andrew Chua

Georgie Ferrari & Andrew Chua at Narita Airport
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State Government News

STATE GOVERNMENT FUNDING
FOR NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK

Young people across Victoria will be
celebrating National Youth Week
2007, thanks to new Victorian
Government funding to local organisa-
tions to support young people to run
events and activities during the Week.

The Government, in partnership with
the VicHealth and national depression
initiative beyondblue, had given more
than $150,000 to 75 community
organisations across Victoria to work
together with young people to deliver
National Youth Week events.

National Youth Week, which this year
will run from April 14 to 22, is
Australia's largest celebration for
young people.

Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Youth, Minister Melino said 2007
promised to be bigger than ever and
he looks forward to seeing young peo-
ple all around the state getting
involved in a range of events - from
arts, music and culture to sport.

This year's National Youth Week
Grants have a focus on diversity and
applications demonstrated some great
ideas generated by young people.

The list of proposed events this year
was exciting, with a huge range of
activities being funded, including:
workshops, forums, festivals, exhibi-
tions, sport days and events focussing
on mental health.

Events are created by, and for, a
diverse range of young people -
there's something for everyone,
including Indigenous young people;
young people from culturally and lin-
guistically diverse backgrounds, and
young people with disabilities.

Mr Merlino also thanked the 69 young
people who played a pivotal role in
assessing applications for National
Youth Week funding with two assess-
ment workshops in Melbourne and
others in Trafalgar, Wycheproof,
Benalla, Stawell and Warrnambool.

National Youth Week is a joint initia-
tive between the Commonwealth,

State and Territory governments. Last
year, tens of thousands of young peo-

STATE
NEWS

ple were involved in National Youth
Week events across Victoria.

Find out more about events being
planned in your local community by
visiting www.youth.vic.gov.au or con-
tacting a funded organisation. For fur-
ther information on National Youth
Week visit www.youthweek.com

WIN ONE OF TWO CRUMPLER
BAGS!

The Government's website for young
people - youthcentral, is giving away
these funky bags to visitors to the site.

To enter name two career profiles and
two study options listed on youthcen-
tral.

Visit www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au for
the answers and entry.

The competition closes on: 26 March
2007.

Visit www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au for
terms and conditions and heaps of
info on jobs and careers and study
and training, entertainment, travel and
more.

WHAT HAS YACVIC BEEN DOING?

In the past few weeks YACVic Staff have:
Attended a Community Action For Youth meeting in Ballarat

Convened a Law Reform Commission consultation on

Privacy

Met with Indigenous Solution Brokers from across several

In the next few weeks we will:

Attend the Human Rights Youth Forum

Meet with the Office for Youth

Hold an Advocacy Training Course for young people with

disabilities

Federal DepartmentsMet with representative from Worksafe

Victoria on developing a campaign for young people

Met with the Minister for Youth

Meet with Minister Jennings to continue to campaign for

funding for the Youth Service Sector

Hold a YACVic Board meeting

Met with representative from the Youth and Community

Legal Sectors to discuss the proposed graffiti bill

Convened a Policy Advisory Group meeting

Hold a Youth Reference Group meeting

Brief stakeholders on the draft Code of Ethical Practice for the

Victorian Youth Sector.

Convened a Victorian Indigenous Youth Advisory Council

meeting

If you are interested in knowing anything more about these

meetings please contact Larissa Barrie on 9267 3799 or email
info@yacvic.org.au
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